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several European countries on the transfer of radionuclides from soil to
plants. Compilations of parameter values for use in radiological
assessment models also exist in several countries, often based on data from
national measurement programmes. The parameter values contained in the new
Handbook will be based on a review of all these data sources.

In summarizing the available information on each parameter an expected or
most likely value is specified together with a maximum and minimum value as
a means of expressing the uncertainty judged to be associated with the
expected value. The basis for selecting each value will be given in each
case.

Work began on the Handbook in 1986. The first version was circulated
widely for comments in 1987. A revised version is now being produced and
will again be circulated for comment later this year before being finalized
in 1990.

Conclusion

The Agency's programmes related to radioecology are intended to meet the
needs of its Member States in providing a focal point for those aspects of
the subject which benefit from international exchange and co-operation.
International model validation and comparison studies are a good example of
this.

The need to have international consensus on certain radioecological issues
is at the basis of other Agency projects. Finally the Agency aims to serve
the needs of those engaged in radiological assessment, by producing
standard dose assessment methodologies and reference sets of parameter
values.
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